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EDGAR ALLAN POE.
At some time after reaching Fortress Monroe he is said to have made his situation known to Mr. Allan. It is not unlikely that his officers, becoming acquainted with his ability and education, and being interested in his character, urged his endeavoring to enter West Point (the only way by which he could rise in the service), and advised his applying to his foster-father for aid. How Mr. Allan received this news cannot, unfortunately, be determined ; but as he apparently did not move in the matter until after the mortal illness of his wife, there is ground for the inference that he recalled the wanderer in compliance with her dying request. At all events, it seems to have been some days after Mrs, Allan's death, which occurred February 28, 1829, tihat Poe returned to Richmond on leave of absence granted by his colonel on Mr. Allan's application. The result of his visit is told in the following letter, which betrays a surprising inaccuracy in some of its details : —
FORTRESS MONROE, March 30th, '29.
GENERAL:
I request your permission to discharge from the service Edgar A. Perry, at present the Sergeant-Major of &e 1st Eeg*t of Artillery, on his procuring a substitute.
Tihe said Perry is one of a family of orphans whose raiforfamate parents were the victims of the conflagration of tiba ffichmond theatre in 1809. The subject of this letter was taken under tie protection of a Mr. Allen, a genfexoan of wealth, and respectability, of that city,s were sent to the author,
